In the Claims: 



1. (Currently Amended). A method of broadcasting incoming call information from a 
:al customer premises equipment (" CPE") to at least one remote CPE, said method comprising 

the stW of: 

taking said local CPE off-hook; 
receivirig an incoming voice message; and 

broadcasting said incoming voice message over a communications network to said at 
least one remote CI 

2. (Currently A^endeciXJhe method of claim 1 wherein said local CPE is at least one of 
a telephone set, a telephon^aijisweri?^ device (TAD), digital telephone answering device 
(DTAD), and a voice mail 

3. (Original). The method 6(cliim 1 wherein said local CPE receives at least one ring 
tone from at least one of a centf^-emte (CO) switch, a voice over Internet protocol (VOIP) 
server, and an Internet service provider (ISP) server prior to taking said local CPE off-hook. 

4. (Currently Amended). The methodW claim 1 further comprising the step of 
transmitting an outgoing voice message after taldng said local CPE off-hook. 

5. (Original). The method of claim 1 wherein said broadcasting step includes paging said 
at least one remote CPE. 

6. (Original). The method of claim 1 wherein saic^ broadcasting step includes transmitting 
said voice message over a paging channel. 
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7. (Original). The method of claim 1 wherein said network includes at least one of a 
Venture^fet^a Ethernet, a "blue tooth" network, a X.10 network, a personal computer (PC) 
network, ancTa^vireless network. 

8. (Original)/The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of said at least one 
remote CPE delivering said^yoice message to a speaker device. 

9. (Original). The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of said at least one 
remote CPE storing said voice message. 

10. (Original). The method of daim 1 wherein said voice message is a call announce 
identification message . 

11. (Original). The method of claim 10 wherein said call announce identification message 
is generated by at least one of a central offic^ (Cwfswitch, a voice over Internet protocol (VOIP) 
server, and an Internet service provider (ISP)\server\ 

12. (Currently Amended). The method of clafakl further comprising the step of receiving 
a data message instructing said local CPE to go off-hook prior to said local CPE going off-hook. 

13. (Original). The method of claim 12 wherein said ctaja message is a frequency shift 
keying (FSK) signal. 

14. (Currently Amended) A method of broadcasting incominkcall information from a 
local customer premises equipment (" CPE") to at least one remote CPE^said method comprising 
the steps of: 

receiving incoming caller data at said local CPE; 
determining, at said local CPE, a corresponding voice message as a furfction of at least a 
portion of said incoming caller data; and 
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broadcasting, using said local CPE, said voice message over a communications network 
to said aUeast one remote CPE. 

15. (Chq:ently Amended). The method of claim 14 wherein said local CPE is at least one 
of a telephone set, atejephone answering device (TAD), a digital telephone answering device 
(DTAD), and a voice mail oevice. 

16. (Original). The method of claim 14 wherein said local CPE receives at least one ring 
tone from at least one of a central office (CO) switch, a voice over Internet protocol (VOIP) 
server, and an Internet service provider Cl£P) server prior to receiving said incoming caller data. 

17. (Original). The method of claim f4 wherein said incoming caller data is one of calling 



litingudentification (SCWBD) data, 
lerefewsaid local CPE receives said incoming 



line identification (CLID) data and second call j 

18. (Original). The method of claim 14 
caller data from at least one of a central office (QO) swftfch, a voice over Internet protocol 
(VOIP) server, and an Internet service provider (IS£)-s^rver^ 

19. (Original). The method of claim 14 wherein said incdming caller data is received as at 
least one of a frequency shift keying (FSK) signal, a Multipurpose internet Mail Extension 
(MIME) format message, a Hypertext Markup Language (HTML) format message, a Java format 
message, a Javascript message and/or an Active X format message. 

20. (Original). The method of claim 14 wherein said determining step Includes parsing a 
number field derived from said FSK signals, and selecting sounds corresponding^ to said parsed 
number field. 

21. (Original). The method of claim 14 wherein said determining step includes matching 
data derived from said FSK signals to associated voice tags. 
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22. (Original). The method of claim 14 wherein said broadcasting step includes paging 
said atteast one remote CPE. 

23. (QRSinal). The method of claim 14 wherein said broadcasting step includes 
transmitting said vfcke message over a paging channel. 

24. (Original). The method of claim 14 wherein said network includes at least one of a 
VentureNet, a Ethernet, a "dhie tooth" network, a X.10 network, a personal computer (PC) 
network, and a wireless network 

25. (Original). The method of claim 14 further comprising the step of said at least one 
remote CPE delivering said voice message to a speaker device. 

26. (Original). The method of claimrl4 further comprising the step of said at least one 
remote CPE storing said voice message. 1 \^ 

27. (Currently Amended) A method oV broafcjfcasting incoming call information from a 
local customer premises equipment (" CPE") to at leasrvone remote CPE, said method comprising 
the steps of: \ 

receiving, at said local CPE, incoming caller data; \ 

broadcasting, using said local CPE, said-a_voice message cWer a communications network 
to said at least one remote CPE; and \ 

determining, at said remote CPE, a corresponding voice messages a function of at least 
a portion of said incoming caller data. \ 

28. (Currently Amended). The method of claim 27 wherein said local CI^E is at least one 
of a telephone set, a telephone answering device (TAD), digital telephone answering device 
(DTAD), and a voice mail device. 
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29. (Original). The method of claim 27 wherein said local CPE receives at least one ring 
tone fr&m at least one of a central office (CO) switch, a voice over Internet protocol (VOIP) 
server, and arMnternet service provider (ISP) server prior to receiving said incoming caller data. 

30. (Original\The method of claim 27 wherein said incoming caller data is one of calling 
line identification (CLEDXdata and second call waiting identification (SCWED) data. 

31. (Original). The method of claim 27 wherein said local CPE receives said incoming 
caller data from at least one of a\entral office (CO) switch, a voice over Internet protocol 
(VOIP) server, and an Internet service provider (ISP) server. 

32. (Original). The method of clafm 27 wherein said incoming caller data is received as at 
least one of a frequency shift keying (FSK)Mgnal\ Multipurpose Internet Mail Extension 
(MIME) format message, a Hypertext Markupu^'n^iage (HTML) format message, a Java format 
message, a Javascript message and/or an Activa X forfhat message. 

33. (Original). The method of claim 27 whereiy said determining step includes parsing a 
number field derived from said FSK signals, and selecting SQunds corresponding to said parsed 
number field. 

34. (Original). The method of claim 27 wherein said determining step includes matching 
data derived from said FSK signals to associated voice tags 

35. (Original). The method of claim 27 wherein said network includes at least one of a 
VentureNet, a Ethernet, a "blue tooth" network, a X.10 network, a personal computer (PC) 
network, and a wireless network. 

36. (Original). The method of claim 27 further comprising the step of said a\least one 
remote CPE delivering said voice message to a speaker device. 
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37. (Original). The method of claim 27 further comprising the step of said at least one 
remo!fc< CPE storing said voice message. 

38^0riginal). A method of announcing incoming call information using on-hook 
customer premises equipment (CPE), said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving an indication of an incoming CPE alerting signal (CAS) tone; 
detecting a frequency shift keying (FSK) signal as a result of receiving said indication; 
determining a corresponding voice message as a function of at least a portion of said FSK 
signal; and 

announcing said voice messa^ 

39. (Original). The method of clailo 38 wherein said indication is said CAS tone. 

40. (Original). The method of claim 3\Whetein said indication is at least one of an on- 



hook pulse, a muting and a reduced volume, anc 
detecting the CAS tone using another CI 



'method further comprises the steps of: 
thfat is currently off-hook; 



generating, for a predetermined duration^-saixl onVhook pulse, muting or reduced volume 
from the another CPE when the CAS tone is detected by theWiother CPE; and 

detecting, by the on-hook CPE, the on-hook pulse, muting or reduced volume generated 
by the another CPE. 

41. (Original). The method of claim 38 wherein said determining step includes parsing a 
number field derived from said FSK signals, and selecting sounds corresponding to said parsed 
number field. 

42. (Currently Amended). The method of claim 38 wherein said determining step includes 
matching data derived from said FSK signals to associated voice tags. 
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43. (Currently Amended). The method of claim 38 wherein said determining step includes 



\ 



\ 



the steps of: taking said local CPE off-hook, and receiving a voice message. 



44. (Original). The method of claim 38 wherein said announcing step includes delivering 
said voice message to a speaker device. 

45. (CurrentlysAmended) An apparatus located at a local customer premises equipment 
(^CPE^) for broadcasting incoming call information to at least one remote CPE, said apparatus 
comprising: \ 

means for taking said local CPE off-hook; 

means for receiving an incoming voice message; and 



means for broadcasting saicNncoming voice message over a communications network to 
said at least one remote CPE. 

46. (Currently Amended). The app^atus of claim 45 wherein said local CPE is at least 
one of a telephone set, a telephone answmngMevice (TAD), digital telephone answering device 
(DTAD), and a voice mail device, i\ 

47. (Original). The apparatus of claim 45 fuVher comprising means for said local CPE 
receiving said at least one ring tone from at least one Vf a central office (CO) switch, a voice over 
Internet protocol (VOIP) server, and an Internet service Vrovider (ISP) server prior to taking said 
local CPE off-hook. \ 

48. (Currently Amended). The apparatus of claim 45 mrther comprising means for 
transmitting an outgoing voice message after taking said local GPE off-hook. 

49. (Original). The apparatus of claim 45 wherein said broadcasting means includes 
means for paging said at least one remote CPE. \ 
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\ 50.(Original). The apparatus of claim 45 wherein said broadcasting means includes 
means ftk transmitting said voice message over a paging channel. 

51. (Original). The apparatus of claim 45 wherein said network includes at least one of a 

\ 

VentureNet, a Ethernet, a "blue tooth" network, a X.10 network, a personal computer (PC) 
network, and a wireless network. 

52. (Original). The\pparatus of claim 45 further comprising means for said at least one 
remote CPE delivering said v^ice message to a speaker device. 

53. (Original). The apparatos of claim 45 further comprising means for said at least one 
remote CPE storing said voice message. 

54. (Original). The apparatus of claim 45 wherein said voice message is a call announce 
identification message . \ 

5 5. (Original). The apparatus of claim S^vhetein said call announce identification 
message is generated by at least one of a central QlC^e (CO) switch, a voice over Internet 
protocol (VOIP) server, and an Internet serac£j)rovi#er (ISP) server. 

56. (Currently Amended). The apparatus of claim \5 further comprising means for 
receiving a data message instructing said local CPE to go onthook prior to said local CPE going 
off-hook. \ 

57. (Original). The apparatus of claim 56 wherein said dautanessage is a frequency shift 
keying (FSK) signal. \ 

5 8. (Currently Amended) An apparatus located at a local customer premises equipment 
(^CPE^) for broadcasting incoming call information to at least one remote CPE, said apparatus 
comprising: \ 
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means for receiving incoming caller data at said local CPE; 

.means for determining, at said local CPE, a corresponding voice message as a function of 
at least a pdftion of said incoming caller data; and 

means for\roadcasting, using said local CPE, said voice message over a communications 
network to said at leasKone remote CPE. 

59. (Currently Attended). The apparatus of claim 58 wherein said local CPE is at least 
one of a telephone set, a telephone answering device (TAD), a digital telephone answering 
device (DTAD), and a voice mail device. 

60. (Original). The apparatuSiof claim 58 further comprising means for said local CPE 
receiving said at least one ring tone from at least one of a central office (CO) switch, a voice over 
Internet protocol (VOIP) server, and an Int^piet pervice provider (ISP) server prior to said local 
CPE receiving incoming caller data. 

61. (Original). The apparatus of claimlrS'Wherein said incoming caller data is one of 
calling line identification (CLID) data and second calWaiting identification (SCWDD) data. 

62. (Original). The apparatus of claim 58 whereinWd local CPE receives said incoming 
caller data from at least one of a central office (CO) switch, \ voice over Internet protocol 
(VOIP) server, and an Internet service provider (ISP) server. 

63. (Original). The apparatus of claim 58 wherein said incoming caller data is received as 
at least one of a frequency shift keying (FSK) signal, a Multipurpose^ ternet Mail Extension 
(MIME) format message, a Hypertext Markup Language (HTML) format message, a Java format 
message, a Javascript message and/or an Active X format message. 
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The apparatus of claim 58 wherein said determining means includes means 
for parslt^a number field derived from said FSK signals, and means for selecting sounds 
corresponding<to said parsed number field. 

The apparatus of claim 58 wherein said determining means includes means, 
for matching data denied from said FSK signals to associated voice tags. 

66. (Original). The apparatus of claim 58 wherein said broadcasting means includes 
means for paging said at least one remote CPE. 

67. (Original). The apparatus of claim 58 wherein said broadcasting means includes 
means for transmitting said voiceSmessage over a paging channel. 

68. (Original). The apparatusW claim 58 wherein said network includes at least one of a 
VentureNet, a Ethernet, a "blue tooth"\etw^rk, a X.10 network, a personal computer (PC) 
network, and a wireless network. 

69. (Original). The apparatus of cla|n^|8 further comprising means for said at least one 
remote CPE delivering said voice message to a Speaker device. 

70. (Original). The apparatus of claim 58 further comprising means for said at least one 
remote CPE storing said voice message. 

71. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for broadcasting incoming call information from a 
local customer premises equipment (" CPE") to at least oije remote CPE, said apparatus 
comprising: 

means for receiving, at said local CPE, incoming callter data; 
means for broadcasting, using said local CPE, sa*d-a_vqjce message over a 
communications network to said at least one remote CPE; and 
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means for determining, at said remote CPE, a corresponding voice message as a function 
of afieast a portion of said incoming caller data. 

72^urrently Amended). The apparatus of claim 71 wherein said local CPE is at least 
one of a telephone set, a telephone answering device (TAD), digital telephone answering device 
(DTAD), and aVd ice mail device. 

73.(Original). The apparatus of claim 71 further comprising means for said local CPE 
receiving said at leastyone ring tone from at least one of a central office (CO) switch, a voice over 
Internet protocol (VOIP\ server, and an Internet service provider (ISP) server prior to said local 



CPE receiving said incomi 

74. (Original). The £ 
calling line identification 0 

75. (Original). The a] 



; callemata. 

ratuyof claim 71 wherein said incoming caller data is one of 
lu^dahi and second call waiting identification (SCWID) data, 
aratuk onclaim 71 wherein said local CPE receives said incoming 
caller data from at least one of a centra office (CO) switch, a voice over Internet protocol 
(VOIP) server, and an Internet service provider (ISP) server. 

76. (Original). The apparatus of clami 71 wherein said incoming caller data is received as 
at least one of a frequency shift keying (FSK\ signal, a Multipurpose Internet Mail Extension 
(MIME) format message, a Hypertext Markup Language (HTML) format message, a Java format 
message, a Javascript message and/or an Active Xvformat message. 

77. (Original). The apparatus of claim 71 wherein said determining means includes means 
for parsing a number field derived from said FSK signals, and means for selecting sounds 
corresponding to said parsed number field. 
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78.(Original). The apparatus of claim 71 wherein said determining means includes means 
forNmatching data derived from said FSK signals to associated voice tags 

\79.(Original). The apparatus of claim 71 wherein said network includes at least one of a 
VentureNet^Ethernet, a "blue tooth" network, a X.10 network, a personal computer (PC) 
network, and a wireless network. 

80. (Original)XThe apparatus of claim 71 further comprising means for said at least one 
remote CPE delivering said voice message to a speaker device. 

81. (Original). The apparatus of claim 71 further comprising means for said at least one 
remote CPE storing said voice me§s&ce. 

82. (Original). An apparatus ipr announcing incoming call information at on-hook 
customer premises equipment (CPE), s^i apparatus comprising: 

means for receiving an i^raicationM an incoming CPE alerting signal (CAS) tone; 
means for detecting a frequency shiff\Jceying (FSK) signal as a result of receiving said 
indication; 

means for determining a corresponding vdjce message as a function of at least a portion 
of said FSK signal; and 

means for announcing said voice message. 

83. (Original). The apparatus of claim 82 whereifi said indication is said CAS tone. 

84. (Original). The apparatus of claim 82 wherein spid indication is at least one of an on- 
hook pulse, a muting and a reduced volume, and said apparatus further comprises: 

means for detecting the CAS tone using another CPE that is currently off-hook; 
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means for generating, for a predetermined duration, said on-hook pulse, muting or 
reduced volume from the another CPE when the CAS tone is detected by the another CPE; and 



\neans for detecting, by the on-hook CPE, the on-hook pulse, muting or reduced volume 
generated by the another CPE. 

85. (Original). The apparatus of claim 82 wherein said determining means includes means 
for parsing a number field derived from said FSK signals, and selecting sounds corresponding to 
said parsed number field. 

\ 

86. (Currently Amended). The apparatus of claim 82 wherein said determining means 



includes means for matching 



iataMerived from said FSK signals to associated voice tags.. 



87.(Currently AmenqedVsTBie apparatus of claim 82 wherein said determining means 

ocalxfc PE off-hook, and means for receiving a voice message. 



includes means for taking sail 

88. (Original). The apparatus qff\claim 82 wherein said announcing means includes means 
for delivering said voice message to a speaker device. 

89. (Original). An apparatus for announcing incoming call information at on-hook 
customer premises equipment (CPE), said apparatus comprising: 

a processor configured to receive an indication of an incoming CPE alerting signal (CAS) 

tone; 

a detector configured to detect a frequency sftift keying (FSK) signal as a result of 
receiving said indication; 

said processor being configured to determine a c6p*esponding voice message as a 
function of at least a portion of said FSK signal; and 

a speaker configured to announce said voice message 
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90. (Original). The apparatus of claim 89 wherein said indication is said CAS tone. 

91. (Original). The apparatus of claim 89 wherein said indication is at least one of an on- 
hook pulse, a muting and a reduced volume, and said apparatus further comprises: 

a monitor configured to detect the CAS tone at another CPE that is currently off-hook; 

a further processor configured to generate, for a predetermined duration, said on-hook 
pulse, muting orr^duced volume from the another CPE when the CAS tone is detected by the 
another CPE; and 

a further detectorcon figured to detect, at the on-hook CPE, the on-hook pulse, muting or 
reduced volume generated by the another CPE. 

92. (Original). The apparatus of claim 89 wherein said processor is further configured to 
parse a number field derived fro^sajd FSK signals and to select sounds corresponding to said 
parsed number field. 

93. (Currently Amended). Th^/apparatus of claim 89 wherein said processor is further 
^configured to match data derived from sai^FSK signals to associated voice tags. 

94. (Currently Amended). The apparatus of claim 89 wherein said processor is further 
configured to take said local CPE off-hook anti receive a voice message. 

95. (Original). The apparatus of claim 89^vherein said processor is further configured to 
for deliver said voice message to said speaker. 

96. (Original). The apparatus of claim 89 whetein said processor is one of a 
microprocessor, an application specific integrated circufy (ASIC), a programmable logic array 
(PLA), and a reduced instruction set chip (RISC). 
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97. (Original). The apparatufcNjS^aim 91 wherein said further processor is one of a 
microprocessor, an application specific integrated circuit (ASIC), a programmable logic array 
(PLA), and a reduced instruction set chip (RISC). 
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